
 

News from the community projects 
[May 2016] 
 
In this newsletter, we should like to give you another update on the community work that the Savanna Trust is 

doing in the surrounding villages.  

 
We were again very lucky to have the Africlowns (http://africlowns.nl/) visiting us. The three Dutch clowns come 
over to South Africa once a year to bring joy and happiness to people in vulnerable situations. And what a visit it 
was this year! The people and children at the Nursing Home in Huntington thoroughly enjoyed the cheerful visit 
and the children at the Tiyimiseleni Home Based Care Centre truly made a party out of it. The pictures below give 
you a good impression of the joy and happiness we all experienced. On behalf of people and children visited, we 

send a huge thank-you to the Africlowns!  

 
 
 
 
 

http://africlowns.nl/


 

In the meantime, we are trying to set up some small-scale, income-generating projects with and at Tiyimeseleni; 
so Might and Torus have received their first farming training at Hlulani Farm. The idea is that they eventually run 
an egg production set-up. This is to produce eggs to supplement the meals of the children at the Centre and to sell 
to the community whatever extra is produced. These two youngsters will do some more follow-up training 

throughout the year, under the supervision of farmer Frank.  

 
The children at the Centre have also started making postcards which we can start selling soon at Savanna Lodge. 
We have discussed various ‘simple’ curio ideas with the ladies that already make beadwork, so hopefully 
somewhere this year we can open a small shop at the Centre itself. This will not only be for guests to buy, but also 
for community members to be able to purchase eggs, vegetables, clothing, beadwork and African curios.  
 

 
 
We were again very fortunate to receive lots of clothing which we have handed out to the children at the Centre. A 
big thank-you goes to many of our dear guests, to Virgin Active Johannesburg, Sight and Life and to Wings of 

Support. 

 
In the meantime, we are making positive progress at the new Nursing Home in Huntington: the roof is on and 
rooms are plastered, so we now have to put the final touches to it. This involves tiling, ceilings, kitchen, floors, 
electricity, veranda, and so on. Unfortunately, we had a bit of a delay in the building work due to a wrongly-
constructed roof and a builder who actually walked out on the job. But we are back on track and it is fantastic to 
see the building now coming together. We cannot wait for the day that we can move the elderly people into their 
brand new home. We would also like to express our deep gratitude to the Department of Social Development which 

has now officially committed itself to this fantastic project. For at least one year, the actual running cost will be 
covered by them, which is absolutely amazing. Here are some pictures of the current status of the new building.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
We hope that this newsletter has given you some insight into what we are doing. If you have any questions or 
would like to receive more detailed information on any of the projects, please let us know. You can always get in 
contact with Rinske via community@savannalodge.com.  
 

Warm wishes from The Savanna Family 
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