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The Catholic Church in Southern Africa confronts the Stigma of HIV 
 
Assembled on the occasion of their plenary session, the Catholic Bishops of South 
Africa, Botswana and Swaziland, will celebrate the Eucharist on 30 January 2005 at 
Regina Mundi (Soweto) with people infected and affected by HIV. The Bishops, who 
are heading 29 dioceses in Southern Africa, will anoint and pray for a representative 
number of HIV positive people, and bless a group of caregivers. 
 
Following the inspiration of Jesus who healed and cared for the sick, the Catholic 
Church in Southern Africa avails herself to be a 'Community serving Humanity. "Our 
service of the suffering humanity demands that we confront head on misconceptions 
around HIV/AIDS and destructive attitudes such as judgement and social stigma, fear 
of being labelled and ostracised", said Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, spokesperson of the 
SACBC. 
 
International-concern about the HIV epidemic has enabled 
Partnerships that allow her to offer Anti-Retroviral Therapy in 25 sites, thus making 
the Catholic Church the second biggest provider of ART after the state. 
 
ART is not the only answer to HIV. The church believes that HIV challenges 
everyone to deepen community life and interpersonal relationships. There is an 
increased need to focus on being Communities of Care. People infected and affected 
by HIV need to find comfort, support, information and care in our church 
communities. 
 
The stigma of HIV and AIDS is often a great burden to families and caregivers, 
sometimes a greater burden than the person who is ill. The Church recognises the role 
played by both traditional and scientific medicine and the inspiring example of 
community based caregivers. 
The bishops will be available for interviews with the press after the celebration of the 
Eucharist. 
 
Date: 30 January 2005 
Time: 09:00 a.m. 
Venue: Regina Mundi - Soweto 
For more information please contact: 
Father Chris Townsend Cell 082 78 34 729 
Father Eftem Tresoldi Tel 012 323 6458 - Cell 082 325 9820 


